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New Fund Announcement!

North Spencer County School Corporation Library Endowment Fund
The Spencer County Community Foundation is excited to announce that new funds have been established to benefit the school libraries in the North Spencer County School Corporation.  .  A permanent endowment and a non permanent fund have been created to ensure that the (North Spencer County School Corporation) school libraries continue to provide equal opportunities for learning and achievement for all students.  
These funds are a partnership between the North Spencer County School Corporation Board, Administration, active community leaders and retired and current school librarians.  "School libraries are the hub of all learning activities.  North Spencer has made tremendous strides in regard to literacy over the past decade with our school libraries playing a critical role.  We cannot allow budget cuts or the economy to slow this momentum and negatively impact our students into the future." stated Dan Scherry, North Spencer County School Superintendent.  
Initial contributions have totaled $40,000 to the endowment fund.  The Middle Grades Reading Network headed by Mr. Jack Humphreys, based out of the University of Evansville, has also generously donated two sets of the 2010-2011 Young Hoosier Book Award to the Corporation libraries because of their work on the endowment.  
In response to the state-wide budgetary cuts, the North Spencer County School Corporation has been very pro-active in taking the initiative to find alternative funding for school programs.  The permanent and non-permanent endowments will provide funds to purchase reading materials for the 6 school libraries.  Annie Oxley, School Board Member and Fund Representative, states ‘The new Library Endowment is an exciting new way to insure that every student of the North Spencer School Corporation will always have current reading material available to them. It will be through the generosity of individuals who believe in our kids and want to assure our school libraries will always be able to give every student, from kindergarten through twelfth grade, what is needed to make the most of their educational years that this fund will be funded. Abraham Lincoln once said, "The things I want to know are in books. . . .", and we want our students to have the knowledge needed to succeed.’
Strong school libraries work because they….

· provide teachers and students with a current collection of multi-perspective and multi-format resources aligned with the local curriculum and state academic content standards.  This collection forms the core of the school’s information infrastructure and serves as a gateway to the world beyond the classroom.

· are places of opportunity where all students can strive for and achieve success to become effective consumers of ideas and information.

· promote equal access to resources, thus leveling the academic playing field for low-income and rural students who do not have access to books and other learning resources outside of school.  The school library helps to close the achievement gap for these students by providing them with access to a broad range of print and electronic resources.

· afford access to materials that work in tandem with classroom resources to enhance and extend the learning experience. While textbooks serve as a basic instructional tool, they often fail to meet the intellectual and developmental needs of individual students. With the help of the library media specialist, students and teachers can find materials that match the reading ability, interests, and diverse learning needs of every student.

While research demonstrates that school libraries contribute to academic achievement, for most students the school library represents more than a place for learning. It is a place of opportunity helping to shape their lives.  By exposing students to a rich variety of materials and ideas, the school library allows them to think, create, and dream in ways they never thought possible.

 

 Your support of the North Spencer County School Libraries Endowment Fund supports ALL students in grades K-12 at ALL schools during their enrollment.  To make your tax deductible contribution or for more information regarding this fund, please contact Laura Harmon, Foundation Director at 812-649-5724 or 

laura@spencercommunityfoundation.org.  Individuals with the knowledge and passion for the fund are available to speak with your civic or church group upon request.  
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